
Upcoming Webinars
"Utilizing Pion's SiriusT3 PhysChem Platform Webinar" February 23 11:00 AM ET

Please join us as Dr. Rebeca Ruiz, Pion Analytical Services Manager, and Dr. Clara Rafols from the
University of Barcelona present applications using the SiriusT3 which measures pKa, log P, log D and
solubility of ionizable, small molecule drugs using sub-milligram quantities of sample.

Register Today

"The Absorption Driven Drug Formulation" March 23, 11:00 AM ET

Bálint Sinkó, Pion's Manager of Technology Development, and his colleague, Enikő Borbás, Ph.D.
candidate from the Budapest University of Technology and Economics will demonstrate the Absorption
Driven Drug Formulation concept, which is a new approach in formulation development to ensure that the
drug product meets the expected absorption rate. The demonstrated concept is built on the solubility-
permeability interplay and the rate of supersaturation as the driving force of absorption that are detailed
extensively. Various case studies will be also presented on excipient selection methods and formulation
strategy optimization and how these methods can be incorporated in the complex process of formulation
development. Several examples utilizing multiple assay setups will be also shown in order to demonstrate
the characterization of the final formulations before in vivo studies are conducted.

Register Today

Want to view all of the webinars we did in 2020?
Check out our YouTube channel!

Pion YouTube

Analytical Services Days
May 19 - 20th

https://webinar.ringcentral.com/webinar/register/WN_t9pv9941SJeW8uBvraqjuQ
https://webinar.ringcentral.com/webinar/register/WN_Q1o0rRsATx-OvWcMfGh6sQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYuDjaWqVzLAhqo2onakznw


Planning is underway for our 2nd Analytical Services Days, being held
virtually May 19-20th from 1:00 - 5:00 BST (British Summer Time). Learn
more about the data analysis tools and support our Analytical Services
team can provide, interact with colleagues and discuss new and innovative
concepts within the world of drug discovery and development.

Details with a full agenda will be updated on our website and you can
contact your Account Manager anytime or download a copy of our new
Analytical Services brochure!

Visit Our Website

Product Spotlight

The biopharmaceutical market has grown rapidly in the past 30 years, principally in the last decade due
to the discovery of new molecules and innovative therapies and the growing use of subcutaneous
administration of biopharmaceuticals in place of traditional IV administration. Many biopharmaceuticals
originally approved as IV therapies are being reformulated for subcutaneous administration, making it
vital to have greater understanding of the effect the in vivo environment has on a subcutaneous
formulation upon injection. The Pion Scissor from Pion is the first instrument designed to simulate the
stress conditions and environmental transitions that a subcutaneous formulation experiences in a
simulated human-body environment.

These include stresses such as:

Different buffer composition
pH change
Non-specific interactions with
extracellular matrix components

Temperature
Pressure
Loss of excipients

These transitional stresses can lead to aggregation and precipitation of the API upon injection or poor in
vivo bioavailability, with the lack of understanding in this area potentially delaying the drug-development
process and leading to costly setbacks.

The Scissor can be used for:

Simulating events that occur at the injection site enabling investigation of:
Behavior of the molecule when transitioning from formulation to physiological conditions
Interaction of the API with the extracellular matrix
Identifying optimal excipient conditions
Observing formation of precipitates

Obtaining bioavailability data under accurately simulated physiological conditions suitable for:
Subcutaneous environments Comparing biopharmaceutical formulation performance
During development
After manufacture
Post storage

mailto:sales@pion-inc.com
https://pion-inc.com/


Learn More

Meet Your Account Manager

Hayley Watson is based in the UK and is the
Key Account Manager for Northern Europe.
Hayley has a Master’s Degree in Chemistry from
the University of Bath. Having been a user of
Pion’s instrumentation for several years within the
Pharma industry, Hayley joined the company in
2016 as an Applications Chemist and has since
transitioned into her commercial role. When not
working with customers, Hayley enjoys spending
time with her family and has relished the challenge
of balancing work-life with entertaining her 2 year-
old son, Freddie, during the pandemic.

Eric Olson
joined Pion in
November of
2019 as the Key
Account
Manager:
Eastern US and
Canada and
resides in New
Jersey, just
outside of
Philadelphia.
Originally from

Colorado/Wyoming, Eric has a BA in Molecular,
Cellular, and Developmental Biology with a
Biochemistry minor from the University of Colorado
– Boulder. He has 9 years of research experience
involving genomics/protein engineering related
projects.as Lab Manager at CU – Boulder and for
Sangamo BioSciences. He has over 20 years of

Nader Ari
joined us in
January 2020
as our Key
Account
Manager for
Western US
and Canada.
Nader has a
BS in
Chemistry from
the University
of California-
Santa Barbara
and spent
several years
as a QC and
Analytical Chemist for Watson Pharmaceuticals
and Novartis and managed the Analytical
Chemistry group at Novartis, which is part of the
Genomics Institute of Biomedical Research. He
then moved to a commercial role with Bruker,
selling mass spectroscopy instrumentation before
joining Pion. According to Nader, "One of the
reasons I love working at Pion is I really enjoy
working with my customers as a technology
partner which marries my joy in helping others find
solutions with my pharmaceutical experience.".

When not helping customers, Nader, based in San
Diego, can be found spending time with his wife,
Rayane, and his 5 year old son, Leo. Leo loves
making slime, doing anything with maps and is
currently building an elevator with his dad. The Ari
family been enjoying long daily walks with their
dog, Nacho.

Mariza Fraser recently joined as as our new
Key Account Manager for Southern Europe. Here
are a few words from Mariza to introduce herself!

I am originally from
Johannesburg,
South Africa and
moved to the UK
in 2000. Prior to
joining Pion, I
worked for a large

https://pion-inc.com/resources/resource-library/siriust3-product-brochure


experience in sales and when he isn’t relating to
his customers, he can be found chasing after his
two sons, ages 5 and 7, or building his own electric
guitars as he is a part-time musician.

Karen Huffman
joined Pion March
2020, working with
our distributor
partners and
customers located in
countries outside the
US and Europe. In
addition to working
on various marketing
projects and
campaigns. Karen
holds a BS in
International

Business from Washington State University and an
MBA from Boston College. She has spent over 20
years working with customers in the pharma
industry, as VP of Sales & Marketing for Kaye
Instruments, Microfluidics and General Manager:
Pharma/Med Device for GE Sensing.

Karen and her husband, Greg, have 2 daughters,
2 cats and a 1 year old puppy, Moose, who has
been known to join a few video calls. Karen loves
to read, try new recipes and do jigsaw puzzles, all
of which are extremely easy to accomplish during
a pandemic.

German company,
Thyssenkrupp, as
well as for Pfizer
Pharmaceuticals. I
live in the North
East of the UK in a
lovely hamlet
called Castle
Eden. I love
travelling and have
been fortunate to
have lived and
worked in
numerous places
around the world
and am fluent in
three languages.

What I love about
working for Pion is how interesting the instruments
are and especially in the current situation how
important in drug development. I thoroughly enjoy
meeting new people and can't wait until I can
travel again to meet each customer in person and
get to know them and the work they are doing.

Outside of work I enjoy spending time with my
family and the outdoors and am an avid runner,
having ran a few marathons and ultra’s. I'm often
joined by my daughter, Alarice, and our dog,
Spanner. I am also trying to learn French which
isn’t going so well as the pronunciation is really
challenging, so any help here would be great!

Contact Your Account Manager

Read Drug Development & Delivery's special feature, "Outsourcing
Analytical Testing" in the Jan/Feb issue!

Pion understands the growing de mand for the use of
biorelevant conditions and media that more closely
represent the environment that a drug experiences in the
human bodyworks. Learn more about Pion's biorelevant
drug testing services for drug dis covery and
development. Our Analytical Service team is ready to
collaborate with you for your outsourcing needs with
assays, in-depth data analysis and interpretation.

Read Full Article

Anniversaries

Ken Caldwell 1 Year Mike Kelly 10 Years Balint Sinko 9 Years

https://pion-inc.com/contact
https://drug-dev.com/special-feature-outsourcing-analytical-testing-innovative-drugs-spike-demand-for-advanced-analysis/

